
  

 

Comptroller Franchot to Join Advocates 
for Expansion of  Legal Tax Clinics 

Free low-income taxpayer clinics at University of 
Baltimore and University of Maryland law schools and 

Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service can now help resolve 
complicated state legal tax issues 

 

 

WHO: 

 

Comptroller Peter Franchot 
Deputy Comptroller Sharonne Bonardi 
Senator Craig Zucker 
Delegate Samuel "Sandy" Rosenberg 
Donald B. Tobin, Dean, University of Maryland Francis King Carey 
School of Law 
Ronald Welch, Dean, University of Baltimore School of Law 
Janice Shih, Director, Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic at Maryland 
Volunteer Lawyers Service (MVLS) 

 

 

WHAT: Comptroller Franchot will participate in a press conference on 
Tuesday afternoon to recognize the expansion of services for three 
low-income taxpayer clinics serving residents throughout Maryland 
in need of free legal tax services.  

Legislators passed Senate Bill 480 and House Bill 421 during the 
2021 General Assembly session to provide equal funding to the 
University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law, the 
University of Baltimore School of Law and the Maryland Volunteer 
Lawyers Service (MVLS) for the expansion of low-income taxpayer 
clinics to give legal assistance on state-specific tax issues. Previously, 
the clinics could only offer assistance to those with federal tax issues 
and disputes, because they were funded by the IRS. 

The law allocates $250,000 in state unclaimed property proceeds for 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmgaleg.maryland.gov%2Fmgawebsite%2FLegislation%2FDetails%2Fsb0480%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7CMOPREY%40marylandtaxes.gov%7C4b91ef16798a4dc97a9f08d985026c26%7C4175adb602d24b79bb6cefc714800747%7C0%7C0%7C637687067754916876%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=flAzphlwf%2FahRGBJ94LbTpcJ%2BR9vRZiS45%2FFGFG27gk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmgaleg.maryland.gov%2Fmgawebsite%2FLegislation%2FDetails%2FHB0421%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%26ys%3D2021RS&data=04%7C01%7CMOPREY%40marylandtaxes.gov%7C4b91ef16798a4dc97a9f08d985026c26%7C4175adb602d24b79bb6cefc714800747%7C0%7C0%7C637687067754916876%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=cLuUZdy9TtfJxaer6MNpSFlPAK3W3Y2Fp1lrCdcjEgY%3D&reserved=0


 

this year and next year. It gives tax clinics the ability to assist low-
income Marylanders at no cost with state-specific legal problems 
who don't have the means or simply don't understand complicated 
tax issues, such as MVA holds, audits, Earned Income Tax Credit 
denials, tax identity theft and more. 

Representatives from each tax clinic site will be available for 
interviews. A client who has been helped through the Low Income 
Taxpayer Clinic at MVLS is also available for media interviews. 

 

 

WHEN: 

 

Tuesday, October 5, 2021 
1 p.m. 

 

 

WHERE: 

 

University of Baltimore School of Law 
1401 N. Charles St. 
Baltimore, MD 21201 

 

 

CONTACT: 

 

Susan O'Brien: sobrien@marylandtaxes.gov 
Alan Brody: abrody@marylandtaxes.gov 

 

Stay connected with the Comptroller of Maryland: 
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