
  

 

Comptroller to Present Schaefer Award 
to Montgomery County Mom 

Dekeda Brown created 'Walk One Day In Our Shoes' to 
promote acceptance, build community for families of 

children with special needs 
 

 

WHO: 
 

Comptroller Peter Franchot 
 

 

WHAT: 

 

Comptroller Franchot on Saturday afternoon will present the 2021 
William Donald Schaefer Helping People Award for Montgomery 
County to Dekeda Brown for her work promoting acceptance and 
awareness for people with special needs.  

Brown launched the blog, “Walk One Day In Our Shoes,” after her 
oldest daughter, Leilani, was diagnosed with nonverbal autism and 
sensory processing disorder in 2008.  Through Dekeda’s advocacy, 
the blog has spawned a community for parents of children with 
special needs to share strategies, serve as a support system for each 
other and host social events in a judgment-free environment.  The 
award presentation will be held during the organization’s annual 
“Spring Fling” celebration. 

The William Donald Schaefer Helping People Award was created to honor 
the legacy of public service exemplified by former Governor, 
Comptroller and Baltimore City Mayor William Donald Schaefer. 
One winner is selected annually from each of Maryland's 24 
jurisdictions. This is the 10th year that Comptroller Franchot has 
presented Schaefer awards to worthy recipients throughout 
Maryland. 

 

 

WHEN: 

 

Saturday, April 2, 2022 
3 p.m. 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.walkonedayinourshoes.com%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7CMOPREY%40marylandtaxes.gov%7C22de0fae71eb4c018bae08da1409801c%7C4175adb602d24b79bb6cefc714800747%7C0%7C0%7C637844328297860433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2BA%2BL956bt9ZQxra2ug1vW%2FeZQNtiy6Ekc6%2FA6l8VXwg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarylandtaxes.gov%2Fdivisions%2Fcomp%2Fpeter-franchot.php%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7CMOPREY%40marylandtaxes.gov%7C22de0fae71eb4c018bae08da1409801c%7C4175adb602d24b79bb6cefc714800747%7C0%7C0%7C637844328297860433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=vs%2BjRmkpJwtgiI2WBxGQcD%2FVV6zZMXRx8ADTwqmArdk%3D&reserved=0


 

WHERE: 

 

Strathmore Elementary School 
3200 Beaverwood Lane 
Silver Spring, MD 20906 

 

 

CONTACT: 
 

Alan Brody: abrody@marylandtaxes.gov  
 

Stay connected with the Comptroller of Maryland: 
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